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ADMISSIONS OFFICES CAN TAKE IT BACK, REALLY « DOM'T DO THE CRIME "CAUSE NOW YOU HAVE TO FILL IN THE APPLICATION LINE
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But as four-year universities have become mare expensive,
good students who want to save money are turming to community
colleges to
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community colleges chargc an annual average tuilion of $2 272,
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For Achievers, a New Destination

Two-year colleges you may want to attend — and leave.

By Beth Frecking

OL'WE heard the threat: vou may have made it *If you don't pull up
thnse grades, you're going [0 a community college.”

It's ot withoutl reason that community colleges are often con-
sidered the schools of last resort. They have long offered low-onst lo-

cal schooling for amidents who couldn't attend four-vear colleges because they
lacked the

irakmng.

restjuistle grades or the requisite funds, or were looking for specific job

“Upen sdmisziona” has been the guiding principle, and the colleges

i large populations of students who are underprepared,

compared with $5.836 at state universities and $22 218 at private institutions.
Many two-vear colleges are now recruiting students who [t the traditional
profile of baccalaureate Undergraduates: 18- o 24-year-olds who have strong
high schoal records’and are moving directly into higher education full Bme.
Such students are helping 1o lower the average age of community college
students, which has steadily declined: 42 percent taking courses for eredit are
under 22, compared with 32 percent a decade ago, according o a 2005 fed-
eral study. Mo longer wed primarily o a work force-training

Ty O'Banion, president emeritis of the League for In- LEARMING LEADERS mission, these colleges consider it a major, il nol predominant,
in the Community College. Clockwise from top left: goal to prepare sludenls to ransfer to four-vear institutions.

Walencia Community College
- in ﬂm&;ﬂst Fll:_n City
Il -ksc;
aarn their core undergraduale credits, And sawve money Eum:nit}rnwrr:;:;; ity College in suburban Chicaga, “You don’t prepare someone in

“I'm one of the biggest critics of the focus on work: force de-
velopment,” says Margaret B, Lee, president of Oaliton Commu-

according 1o a repord in October by the College Board, Denver: Kingshorough this time of rapid change for a single job, You prepare them for &

in Broalklyn. warkinglife- Theold academic skills are the new vocational skills"

P TR NIy 8 FFEICATHWIIIETT O%



renr colleges most commiltéed to funniel-
o [our-year colleges tend (o have some
[t Tollowing: eaming commumities (in which
pudonis atiend classes with e same small cohort of
sniales), honors progromes (noted [or curriculum
crasses disciplines, teachers whio hold advanced
degrees and smaller classes taken with similarly al-
onied peera) and articulation agresments with lour-
u institutions In the state (ypleally synchronlzing
oasic coqrses with a university’s requirements and
nteging admittance 0 tracsfer students who
w2 Kepl thelr grades up).

'I'h =¢ collegos focus on liberal arts and the scl-
2EpDHRE (0 Increpsing demand for math and
rce teachers, health professionals and high-tech
¥ 15, The besl commiunity colleges flso have whnt
experts call "o cullure of evidencs,” meaning they ex-
=55 alkdenis’ academic performance snd
enching proctices nccordingly, says Kay M.
MeClonney, director of the annual Community College
Surviy of Suslent Engagement. based al the Univer-
ity af Texas, Austin
Ty pttract studenis like Rachel Patrick, 20, who
o from high school in Clarksbarg, Md, with a
= poknt average and a 1380 on her 8ATs. She was
e by several four-year colleges but snrpeised
by Llluu'.mg Montgomery College, a COmMURILY
'\.l'lll.l.l. thatl admitted her on full scholarship in a selec-
Hve two-year honors program

Me. Pairick has ool regretbied hor decision, she
‘4. Thie small ciasses foster a close rapport with
8 and clessmates. She traveled to Cambridge,
nd, lagt summer in g stedy-abroad program, She
gridunie this spring with an associate of science
T hedge her financial bets, she has applied to
anslor to 14 four-year colleges, Her top cholces are
Tohns Hopking, Georgotown and Dickinson College, in
Carlisie, Pa
The community colleges below nre considered sue-
ces=ful in preparing studenis (o (ransfer, and typlcally
perform well on national assessments like the Comthu-
niry College Survey of Student Engaeement. In inter-
views with more than a dozen scholars who have eo-
amined ihe pracuices nmd resules al two-vear colleges,
these wore among those frequently named as models.

g

MUOMHOE COMMUNITY COLLEGE (ROCHESTER)
Stinte Lpiversity of Now York

tirdey [0, Part teme: 7,015,

fer fmvorites: SUNY Brockport,
Rochesier Institule of Technology:.

Monroe k= atyplcal among community colleges: (&
e dorims. Abodl 400 sidents live on cCampus, & nom-
ber thot will nearly double next {all when 5 new resi-
dentinl complex opens Students live on campus for
some of the snme reasons their lour-year counterparis
di: v b ckese to class, o be amang Iriends and (o have
the “ull callege experience,” according to an annual
survey of the residents (o gquarter of whom are [rom
Maqiros County itsell),

It's the laies evidencs af Monroe's grndun] ol roit
fromt a vacatdonal focos. In 1975, two-thirds of s sou-
tents sought professionnl certificates and oniy o third

aimed to transfer. Today, that raclo is
reversed. One renson is cost in-stoie
shudenis pay $2,74 a year.

Monroe has  articolation  agree-
maents with 23 collegas and universitias
in the siale, Bchuling privige insdus-

tons like Rochester Instilute of Technology, Hobart
e William Smith, and Rensselaer Polyiechnic Tnsti-
mite. Recent high school groduntes need at lonst an 858
overige in college prep classes (o enrod] in the 242 dual
admissims pragram, On completing n prescribod se-
wonce of courses, gradustes can choose [rom any of
s partpering four-year instiiutions, Stedemts in the
program cen even tahe s few courses ar the campus
before moatriculating there

AnND Students skote free at one of four rinks at the ESL
Sports Center, home 1o Rochester's professionn) hock-
ov tonm and the college’s amateur ane,

Beth Frevieng B senior sditor aft The Polilice and for-
mar director of the Casey Joswrnalizm Center on Chil-
drereand Fomilies af the University of Marydand,
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HINGSE0ROUOH COMMUNITY COLLEGE [BROOKLYN)

Cliy University of New York

Frell-time students: 7,805, Parl [ime: 5,584,

Transfer fovaries: Brookivn College, College of Staten
Istand, Baruch College,

Students siudy on the beach at this urban campus,
surrounded by the Atlantic Ocenn, Sheepshead Bay and
Jamaica Bay (shoes and shirts required in the cafele-
ria}. “Our Caribbean students love i, says Reging Pa-
ruggi, the president. The college 1s a kaloidosoope of na-
tonalities, with halfl the student bedy born outside the
Uetlted States and only 40 percent non-Hispanic while,

Kingsborough is naitionally recognized for its laarn-
Ing commuiities, ariginally designed [or English a5 a
Second Language students: st yverr (£ won & $100,000
grant from the Ford Foundation to replicate them
across the country, Whils lesring communiiies are
nod uitigoe to Kingsbarough, its program is distingt in
scope and ambition: 85 percent of incoming freshmen
participate; 80 percent will by 2010, For one semester,
proups of up 1o 25 students take (three classes together
— & CoEND courss, one feaching time management

Juiva PoBock W ictlzml Coltogs
SELF-EXPLORATION “Wholeness" is o goal at Richland.

and study skills, and English, Students in gix of the 10
communities siudy college-lavel composition; the rest
take developmental English. Instructors woek In teams
Lo Integrate material and meet regularly to talk about
how students are doing, MDRC, a nonprafit education
research organizalion, svaleated the program and
found that 20 percent more students passed English
than nonparticipants. Kingsharough's overall remedial
pass rabes are high, 84 porcent, and about 70 percent of
griadunies with an assoclate’s degres N ATLE 0T SCIENCE
go on to a four-year nstitution

AND Siudents in the maritime technology program par-
ticlpate in & seasnir rescue drill with the Coas: Guard
and go on a seal eount In Mew York Harbor on the ¢ol-
lege’s ocenn-going vessel, the Kingsborongh.

MONTEROMERY COLLEGE (ROCHVILLE, MD.]

Full fime: 5,792, Part time: 14,101,

Transfer faverites: University of Moryiand, Collpge
Park, University College tmnd Baltimore Coumdy,

Sitmated as it i in one of Maryland's moge afflu-
enl and educated counties, Montgomery College draws
Irom hlgh-wchieving hiigh schools.

The college has several honors opportunities, in-
cluding A& program called Montgomery Scholars, re-
served for new high sohool gradunates, Last year, 248

1 high school senlors (average GPA_ 362)

a %y  applied for 15 slots. OF these, 16 went to
minority students. In s ficst three yoars,

the program has posted an 83 percent graduation rate,
i porcent for Hispanic students. Monigomery Schal-
ars have gone on to graduate with honors from Notre

Dame, Amberst, Wake Forest, Howard and George-
town. Gradunies {tom the Macklin Business Institule,
the sophamare honors fellowship, are almost univer-
sally sccepted at the Smith School of Business nt the
University of Maryland.

Academic success explaing only part of the appeal.
“It"s very much like o family,” snys Caroling Pena, a
sophomaore Montgomery Schokar. “1 feel so supported,
and meot just ne & student, but as someong who's (rying
o accomplish more than o 4.0.7
AND Thanks (0 lis proximity io the natson's capial,
about 20 miles to the south, Montgomery s the only
eommignily college that offers internships ar the Smith-
sontan nstitution nnd the Libreary of Congress.

VALENCIA COMBMUNITY COLLEGE |(CENTRAL FLORIDA]
Frli-tirme: 12,408, Part tlene: 7857,
Tronzfer fovarite: University of Centrol Slorida,

Big a= it ia, with four full campuses in (wo countles,
Valencia prides itsell on individual attention, especinlly
lor new arrivals. Each freshman muost stiesd an orien-
tation class and one-on-one advising session. Siudents
are epcouraged — strongly — o write a “LifebMap”
outbining their goals so classes can be pickod more de-
liberately, 1t may sound gimmicky, bal it reflects “the

whaole ethos of creating a culture where

giudents feel cored about and chol

lenged,” snys Brad Phillips, an adviser

on Achleving the Dream, & nationsl ink-

tiative io raise student performance ot
communily colléges.

it helps o have financinl resources, Thanks to alum-
mi demations, grants and coniributlons from businesses,
Valencia has the country's largest commumnity collegs
endowment, $50 million, according w0 the Natlonal As-
sociation of College amdd Unlversity Business Officors.
Stwdents in the top 10 percent of their high school class
are eligible for full scholarships,

AND For Valencia®s “Vigkons and Voices Distinguished
Artlst Series.” artists like Billy Collins, the formor
United Stabes poet laureste, and Jool Zito Arodjo, the
Brezitian fllm director, give public performances

and hold master classes. Coming noat fall: the author
MNikkl Giovennl.

SANTA I COMMUNITY COLLEQE (GAINEEVILLE, FLA.|
Full timi; TATY. Parl time, 6,628,
Transfer favorite; University of Florida.

Floridae s a big commundty college state (i as 28
of ihem), am two- and four-vear colleges share courss
numbers o make credit tronsfers ensy, With the Uni-
versity of Floridn in it2 backyard, Santn Fe congid-
ers iransfer its main mission, and so do students. *ln
Gainesville, n kd of people go o Santa Fe bofore they go
o LLF.," says Michael Z, Crompton, a freshman honors
student on full scholarship, “It's very popular.”

The result 15 a college thal looks and feels more like
n four-vear, Students sprawl on outdoor benches under
Spanish onks or sit on the grassy quads between white
stucco buildings,

Faculty from different sibject areas share office
space in mixed “acadéemic houses™ — @ sort of 19708
“pod mentallty,” as Anne Kress, interim vice prestdent
for academic affairs, puts It 1t makes [or interesting
croge-digeiplinary collnboration. One English profes-
sor worked with the compuier sclence deparimenl 10
create 8 Writing course thal iniggrated Web technology
and resepnch skl

Stodents also find the price is righe, at 1,600 for 24

credil hours.
AND Graduates in poo animal iechnokogy, a five-semes-
per program leading to an associate of sclence degres,
wark at zoos across the cowntey, including, predictably,
Disney s Animal Kingdom in Oriande, The an-campas
tenching zoo, which is open to visitors, has 71 speciss,
heawy 'on birds and reptiles.

CAKTON COMMUMITY COLLEGE [DES PLAINES, ILL.|
Full tirne: 3073, Part timee: 7.524.
Transfer fovories; Untversity of [iinois, Chicago:;
DePaul University; Lo

Chicagn's northern suburbs send most of theltr high
school students (o college. The public high school serv-
g Des Plaines, Malne West, posted a 4 percent grad-
uation rate in 2005, S0 it's to be expected that Oakion



olfors programs commonly associated with four-year

colleges. One writing-intensive curriculum focueses an

ihe “great books™ of Western culture; now.n the fall,

o phobal studies progream examines how race, indus-

trialization and resistancs movemenis affect modern
soclethes.

Onkion also bas its share of geek pro-
grams, including an undergraduate research
ey perience Tor stedents in biokogy, chemistry
and medica] technalogy. This spring, several
studlents are working with sclentists at the

Argonne Mational Laboraiory, allilated with the De-
parument of Energy. The coliege rocently recelved a
cofitinuing grant of nearly $500.000 from the Mational
Science Foundatian (o bolster learning in seience, tech-
nology, engincering and math, parcdcwlarly Tor weder-
achioving studaenia,

AND The Hoehnline Moseum of Art on campus high-
lights the work of Chicago-area artists as well as non-
natives. Claes Oldenburg, Alexander Calder and Salva-
dor Dali are among the featured art stars,

HIRKWOOD COMMUMITY COLLEGE

|CEDAR RAFIDS, 10WR)

Fuell timee: 8 586, Part fme: 8,478,
Transfer fovorites: Universily of lowa,
Uinivarsidy of Northern Towa,

In overwhelmingly white Towa, it's
ol surprising that 82 percont of Kirk-
wigd's students are white. But the college
s multiculiural i other ways. Stsdents
come from 18 stntes and 101 couniries.
Imrernational students, wWiw number al-
el B @ vear, start oot in infengive

English-language courses

before moving Into (helr

majors. Mursing and basi-

ness are among the most
popuilar, awd most ke their skills back
home, savs Mick Starcevich, the college's
president,

Close w 100,000 Intermational siu-
dents atiend community oolleges in the
United States, drawn 1o the cheaper route
10 on American degres and to compuses
that mmight be maore diverse and more
wilerant of imperfeet English than four-
year institutions, says MNorma G. Kent,
o spokeswoiman for the American As-
woctation of Community Colleges, The
Eroup sponsors recruiiment Fairs abroad
Tor cwiomvenr colleges. Kirkwood, though,
doos nol recruit overseas. “Ie's all word of
mioieh,” 2nys D, Starcevich.

The college does not have & skake of hopors classes.
Rather, |t encourages strong students to develop indi-
vidun] study projects. This year's project suggestion
from Phi Theta Kappa, the notional honor seclety for
community college students, 15 Gold, Gods and Glory:
Ihe Glohal Dynamics of Power,” Stndents who choose
the topic hove access to live-brondcast seminars apd
mEy participate in trips planned by the soclezy.

A hest bet: the agriculiure séience program is con-
sidered ong of the country's strongest,

AMD Al the Class Act, 8 campus resiaurant run by cu-
limary arts students, dipers can order panko-crusted
striped bass with coconut guava snuce — for §7,

MICHLAND COLLEGE (DALLAS)
Fedld rirvie! 4,594, Part Lirmis: 10225
Trangfer fovorites; Universily of Texas, Arlington;
Uriveradiy of North Texas
105 ot often you see “joy.” “mutial trust™ and
whileness” among a community college’s stated val-
ues, pspecially in a clty as competitive and [ast-paoed
a5 Dalles. Al Richlond, we say that the ‘end" s that we
no e selfish,” explaing the college’s president, Steven
Mintebet, “And that is vory different than getting a de-
gree and making your first miilon and nol caring about
arker pasiphe
Sowhat dees that mean for studenis?
A lot of self-exploratory journal writing
and grappling with the philesophical, re-
lgious and ethicnl questions nherent in
thedr basic studies — such a5 wiven lile

beging (biology) or what it means ta be human (lit-
erature, music and art). Students in a soclology clasd
might work in a baiered women's shelter. “Whole lis-
tening” is in and debate s out, since debaters lsten anly
lang enough to marshal arguments in response.
Richland alse wanis its students (o see (hemsolves
as cilizens of the world. A global studies course exam-
ines Islam, a peace snadies course looks al the impact
of rece and ethpicity and an Asia bonors class reviews
Japanese anime,
AND Students take moditative walks at the outdoor Lab-
yrinth, modeled on the ane at the cathedral of Charires,
near Parig, 118 o hall-mile to the center and back.

COMMUNITY COLLEQE OF DENVER

Fuil ttme: 2,279, Part time! 6,512,

Transfer fovorites: Metropalitan State College,
University of Colorado, Denver.

John Gardper, director of the Policy Center on the
Firgl Year of College in Breverd, BL.C, cites the Com-
munity College of Denver for its long-term commitment
to the success of low-income students. Adminksiratocs

Hoame: Con
moving iN At Monroe Community College, students can live in dorma.

were especially worried when the number of freshmen
coming back for a second year droggesd, by Tve poinis,
o below B0 percent last year. They blame a new state
requirenient that amdents at public colleges prove state
residency with two pieces of documentation or pay the
out-pf-5eate tuition (56,735) instead of the
in-state ($2100). Many who didn’t return
were local Hispanic students who lacked
thot second document {(osually a birth
certificate), says Christine Johnson, the
community colloge’s president. The college, which is 26
percent Hispanic, is working with privale donors who
are hielping such students pay tulthon.

The college also affers a battery of support servic-
&4 for [irst-generation college students, neluding talor-
ing and online mathematics and writing laboratorics,
For giviag undersorved students a leg up, ihe college
has won the MetLife Foundation's Community College
Excellence Award. {City College of San Francisco |5
another winner.)

The Community College of Denver sits on the
grounds of two four-yesr institulions: Metropolitan
Stage and the University of Colorado. In 1967, the Staie
Leglslature decided to save money by creating a three-
college campus, Todoy, the schools share a student
center and research libraries. Community college sos-
detits ean also take for-credit closses at elther of the
four-year Instlutions.

This arrangement eases the transfer process:
some 40 percent of full-time students transfer 1o cither
Metro Siate or C.1, Denver. “[t's the power of place,”
expiains Ms. Johnson “From day one, our students

e vt comy edlife:

are 0N 8 major dniversity eampas.”

AMD Students in the “Scared Scriptless” theater class
perform standup, improvisational and sketch comedy
and produce a sold-out show avery spring.

CITY COLLEGE OF SAM FRANGISCO

Full time: 8651, Part time: 34,604,

Tronsfer favorites: San Francigco Siate;
University of Californta, Berireley and Davis.

Urban community colleges typleally have more
pari-time than full-time smudents, and City College
has a lot of them. Since the convenlence factor IS critk-
cal, eight satellite campuses are scailered
throughoui the clty, one lor English language
Instruction alone. The college must also satis-
fy a daunting range of iniéresis, lrom Inshion
to agironomy o biotechnology, The natlonal
headquartars for Bio-Link, & program devoi-
ed to Improving bistechnology educetion, =
situated on the main camipus,

City College reflects its hometown both in racial
composition (40 percont Aslan) and culture (Progriams

Include Philippine studies; gay, lesbian

and bsexual swudies; and culinary and
hosgitality studies), The Insthivte of Tn-
ternational Education congistently ranks
City College among the o 10 commis-
nity colleges in sending students (o study
abroad. Students can spend next fall and
spring smdying language and ari his-
tory in Paris, Floronce or Madrid, For-
eign soudy credits are elther all or partly
transferable to Califormia’s two stale
EySiemE.

The rock-boctom line: $20 & credi

hour, or 600 for twe semesters. And
there's an impressive rate of retum: 75
percent of Mull-time siadenis return for
tha second year.
AND Courses are haidlt around Diego Rive-
a's “Pan-American Uniiy™ at the Diego
Rivera Theater on campus, The mural
was rommissioned for a 1940 interna-
tional exposition and subscguently glven
to the college. The poblic can visw (he
painiing while stedent docents discuss |ts
histary and meaning.

SEATTLE CENTRAL COMMUMNITY COLLEGE
Full tinie: 3400, Part timve: 3,389,
Trunsfer favorite: University of
Washington, Seattle

The commitment to the sclences s
evident in bricks and mortar. Last fall, Seatile Central
opened B $27 milton math and science bullding, The
oollege’s Rocket Club recently mraveled (@ the Johnson
Space Center in Houston (0 conduct a MASA-approved
axperiment in microgravity. And each year, a hand-
ful of smdents are selecied for 10-week fellowships
working with top sciontlais in ihe engineered biomate-

rial research group at the University of
Washington.
Studonts of Seattle Central — Time
magazine’s “coltege of e year” in 2001
— dio well when they move on. A stwdy
of iranglers to the University of Washington showad
that they performed slightly better than “natives”™ (stu-
denls heginning as freshman), with an average G.P.A.
of 3.26.

Almost hall of Soattle Central's students aro mi-
norlties; § percent are internat lonal students, primarily
rom Agin, intent on transferring w fone-vear colleges.
They pay out-of-stae tuition and fees of aboat $8,000 a
year (in=staie: under $3,0007.

“The city of romance, the city of ari, Seatile Iz
filled with beautiful music and the sweet smell of col-
fee,” writes Jayoung Jung, a student [rom South Korea,
i 5 testimondal on the college Web site. *Moreover the
maood of rainy days in Seattbe makes me feel like U'm
gaated in o jazz har."

AND The Seattle Maritime Academy’s survival coursa
requires stpdents bo sull up in profective gear in the
water. A fow years ago, someone thought it wauld be
fun to scare pewbdes with fake shark fins; the tradition
continues today. | |
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