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TO:  Spring 2021 Curriculum Committee  

FROM:  Prof. Jacob Segal, Chair, Department of History, Philosophy and Political Science  

DATE:  3/11/2021 

RE:  Change in Course Title and Description for History 1200: American Civilization II 

The Department of History, Philosophy and Political Science is proposing a change in Course Title and 
Description for History 1200:  American Civilization II: 

Title: 

FROM:  

American Civilization II 
 

TO: 

U.S. History II: from Post-Civil War to the Present 

Description: 

FROM:  

American people from the Civil War to the present includes: reuniting the country after the Civil War 
the role of Blacks in American society, growth of American business, immigration, the rise of the 
United States as a world power, and American Society in the 20th century. 
 

TO: 

This class introduces students to fundamental challenges the U.S. faced after the Civil War, such as 
integrating four million formerly enslaved people during Reconstruction; deciding which groups 
should be allowed in as immigrants; relating as a more powerful nation to the rest of the world; 
responding to economic crises like the Great Depression; adapting to urbanization and 
suburbanization; addressing political polarization; and responding to demands for greater rights from 
workers, people of color, women, and other disenfranchised groups 

 

Rationale for Change: 

We are in the process of changing all titles from America to United States which is consistent with current 
practices and pathways.  We added events to guide the students in understanding the content of the course.  
The description of the course was changed because the old description had out of date references, and we 
wanted to add topics and the language and make the language more specific to capture student interests. 
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