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TO:  Spring 2021 Curriculum Committee  

FROM: Department of Communications & Performing Arts 

DATE:  24 February 2021 

RE:  Change in Course Description for THA 5200 – Acting I:  Fundamentals of Acting 

The Department of Communications & Performing Arts is proposing a change in Course 
Description for THA 5200- Acting I – Fundamentals of Acting: 

FROM:  

This survey course serves as an introduction to the theories, techniques, histories and 
applications of modern acting. Students will study fundamental concepts associated with 
Stanislavski acting theory including action/objective, beat analysis, vocal technique, 
emotional memory and physical awareness. Students will explore and apply these and 
other theories through various writing and reading assignments, as well as the 
interpretation and performance of diverse works of dramatic literature. 

 

TO:  

This course serves as an introduction to the theories, techniques, histories and 
applications of modern acting. Students will examine fundamental concepts 
associated with Stanislavski acting theory including action/objective, beat 
analysis, vocal technique, emotional memory and physical awareness. Students 
will define and apply these and other theories through various writing and reading 
assignments, as well as the interpretation and performance of diverse works of 
dramatic literature. 

 

Rationale for Change: 

We deleted the word “survey” from the first sentence as it is more of an introductory course than 
a true survey course. We also chose measurable verbs that are more closely aligned with best 
practices for assessment, swapping “examine” for “study” and “define” for “explore.” Therefore, 
the resulting course description is one that is more reflective of the course, as well as the way in 
which students engage with the course material. 
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