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Kingsborough Cornmunity College

Curriculum Change Proposal

English 7400: Themes in American Literature 1l: 1865 to the Present
Change in Course Description

Current Course Description:

A survey of American literature and literary history from the end of the Civil War to the present.
Consideration of many well-known writers {lames, Hemingway, and Frost) as well as writings by women,
Native Americans, Hispanics, and African-Americans. Students will acquire a greater comprehension of
historical, philosophical, political, religious and literary forces that shaped American life during this
period. Questions of what America represents and how it is represented in literary texts and history will
be discussed.

Proposed Course Description:

A survey of American literature and literary history from the late 19th century to the present, examining
works that depict urbanization, immigration, class conflict, and social change.

Explanation for the Proposed Change:

The current course description is outdated: many women writers (of any ethnic origin), Latino/Latina
authors and African-American writers of both genders would now be considered “well-known” and
typical anthologies for the course cover a far wider range of authors than the current description
suggests.



